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GORST LANDSLIDE
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Landfill spill poses health threat

. thas was wnearthed by a landslide as the site of & former landfill trick 1o
 runs under Highway 3 near the Alpine Evergreen Chrisstmas tree )wdl :

W The greatest threat from

the old ﬂym_iﬁff is a chain of
events that could wash out
Highway 3.

By Christopher Dunagan
Sun Stafi

Government officials agreed Wednes-
day that quick action b needed o avert a
potential disaster facing Highway 3 near
Bremerton Mational
Adrport where a near-
vertical  wall  of
garbage threatens 1o
collapse into Gorst
Creek.

About 10 agencies
attended an emergen-
cy meeting called by
the Bremerton-Kitsap
County Health Disircg
following the first col-
lapse discovered last

particular facility has " %,
an the environmenl -
and public health,”

gaid Don Miles of the

health disirict, which

The officials agreed that the steep face
of the landfill needs (o be stabilized
before a second wall of garbuge cullupses
into Gorst Creek, said Miles,

Officials with the stde Department of
Transportation agreed (o explons Uhe pos-
sibility of using cmergency Dunds o do
some af the wnrk, said Miles. Another

a.ssumm.g Kitsap C.ommr is declarell‘a;

8 fodegy) disaster area 1) e jjext woek 9

i gy Stat oot by Stve gkt . % L4 ol s Yandrl G
3 mdmdfmhmmﬁmwfmkuﬂwﬁnﬂm*m ’i*-ﬂnwmwhmw&lmwwﬁmmi

Afgio Wrecking, said Miles. The
L“Lﬂm r the highway re  about
one-{ plug,ged with trash and debris

E:I-,-_' I

ofﬂcia;lswil:h the

state Depariment of
Transportation agreed
to explore the

pnssible spuree is disasier wlst.mqe.—-

after the first landslide, he said
“If wie have another storm and there
was anothir collapse, the culvert coulil
be plugged with debreis,” he said. “Iu
world formn a Lake besade the New Bellair
Highway and threaten Lo wash oul the
highweay. Il that went, il could jeopardize
the O Belfair il@:w.ur, Loo, since I.Iu:
Now goes in Uhal direction.™
In addition 1o threalening the highway,
the landfill may be contuninating Gorst
Creek, which passes through a culvert at
the bottom of the landfill, Samples of
waler are being Lest-
ed, said Miles, but

resulls are not yel P

wvailable.

If the creek is con-

taminated, the water
could seep through -

the water in private
and public wells, sud
Mies,

“Our concern [rom

wgek at an old Landfil mhiﬁu of using point is that .., surface’ .
narth of Fremermn f!l dﬁ wiker can end up in
Netional Atrpord il ﬂlllEf!EllW n ground water,” he
TWe are all con- || _’J to dll mma s, i
cerned about the '[l° | T il "
immediate impact tat 70 of “'E 'Il'ﬂl'h. cmﬂlﬁmmdyﬁﬁwa;z

by direeting Gorst -
Creek twough a cul-. -

vert and pracuically
Milirg the canyon witl
debins. Nobody knows
whether the underly-
ing culvert has been
damaged, said Miles, bul any lnal solu-
tion 1o the problem could cost hundreds
of thousands of dollars,

In addition o the health district, agen-
cies represented ol Wednesday's mecting

included the Kitsp Counly departnuents -

of Public Works and Emergency Mmmg{:-
oment; the iy of Bremenon; staie depan-

Fmenlh of Transporiation, Ecolugy, amd |

‘Frsh and Wildlife, and the DS Navy

..:,-_~Env-mmm.ﬂ Protection Agency.

The owner of the landfill property,
Lucille Uhinck wihio i the widow of Sid
Uhinck, was not nepresented b the meet-
ing, said Miles, buk lier cooperation will
bie needed W solve e problen

the soil and degrade*

a public health stand- .-

l?.
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| Srorm AFTERmMATH

Collapsed landfill leaves pile of trash in Gorst Creek

B Officials are trying to

prevent a second collapse
at a garbage dump north
of the Bremerton airport.

By Christopher Dunagan
sSun Staff

A mammoth wall of garbage
and debris that collapsed into
, Gorst Creek in South Kiisap can be
added Lo the county’s growing list
of storm-related disasters.

State and county officials have
been huddling anxiously the past
few days, trying (o decide on emer-
gency steps to prevent a second
collapse ai a little-known garbage

dmmthof&unmﬂm

Afrport.

The abandoned landfill, located
on privaie property, practically fills
the canyon through which Gorst
Creek flows. Apparently, years
ago, the creek was directed
through a culvert while layer upon
layer of debris was piled on top,
said Scott Daniels of the Bremer-
ton-Kitsap County Health Districl

Like the mudslides that created
the costly devastation during last
week's record rainfalls, an edge of
the old Jandfll must have becoms
saturated and eventually sloughed
into Gorst Creek, burying the cul-
vert and redirecting Lhe stream
through piles of mud and trash,

inspectors were taking routine
water samples downstream along
Gorst Creek when they noticed

unusual pieces of plastic and other

debris in and along the stream.
They tracked the debris back to
the landslide just south of Airport
Auto Wrecking near Highway 3.

The slide lias lefl a near-vertical
wall of trash mixed with soil that
towers above Gorst Creek and
appears to be at least 100 feel
wile,

Washed-out debris, mixed with
sand, mud and broken trees, can
b seen scattered over a wide area.
The Uraash ranges from large pieces
of metal, including waghing

See LANDFILL on A3

LANDFILL SLIDE _
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This past Tuesday, water-quality

o i
f\hmnLllllmuulium,
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LANDFILL

from Page Al

machines and fuel tanks, 1o dozens
ol automobile tires and random
bits of glass, rubber and plastic
scaltered everywhere.

Gorst Creek nisell appears clean
ant clear where il Dows oul from
under a mound of earth covered
with mangled vegetation. Presum-
ably, the end of the buried culvest is
somewhere under the mound of
earth.

“Our position,” said Bob Wright
of the state Department of Ecology,
“is that interim stabilizuion s pretty
urgently reguired. But we don'l
kmow who is going to play or how
we're going to do it.”

If the debris were io plug the cul-

vert that passes under Highway 3,
the resulting @ow could threaten the
highway, he noted.

Various state and county agen-
ciess intend to put their heads togeth-
er at a meeting Wednesday o deter-
mine the appropriale action

One idea, said Wright, is to cover
thie area with plastic Lo keep rainwa-
ler from scaking down into the @il
Runocif would be directed through a
pipe, which would discharge on the
far side of [lighway 3.

“But that is just a short-term
fix,” stressed Wright, adding that a
long-term solution could be very
expensive.

“We consider it to be an immi-
nent emvironmental hazard," said
Dardels of the Health District. “Our
concem is thal the landfill face is
not stable. And there is landfill
waste and sediment in the creele” |

The property is owned by
Lucille Uhinck, 67, of Bremerton
She is the widow of Sid Uhinck,
one in a series of landfill operators.
Her son, Rick Uhinck, has been
talking Lo state and county offi-
cials.

“We were going 1o go out and
try to get something done,” Uhinck
told The Sun, but it quickly
became apparent that he needed
legal advice, Uhinck said further
comments will have 1o wait until
he can talk with fus lawyer,

Involved state and county offi-
cials say they zre not sure if the
owner will be able or willing to

launch a sufficient response |a the'
bul government

emergency,
anthority may be limiled as well
“We can respond Lo spills of
hazardous waste and things like
that,” said Daniels, "but an entire

———

lanidiill is another slory.”

The passibility of lfederal disas-
ter assistance is under investiga-
Lion

The landfll lies just outside of
the city of Bremerion's [orest
reserve, known as the Gorst Creek
Watershed.

Kathleen Cahall, Bremerton's
waler resources manager, said
waler samples have been sent to a
lab to check for possible pollution,
but so far it appears that damage
to the stream at the edpe of city
property s minimal.

Bremerton no longer uses Gorst
Creek for its drinking water sup-
ply, bul the stream provides water
for a fish haichery. The haichery,
operated in conjunction with the
Kitszp Poggie Club and Suguamish
Tribe, produced a record number
of chinook salmnn last fall.

(¥} \l

'_-
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- The Kitsap County Commis.
sioners hops to enlist the aid
of their Congrassmen In closing
Ames Trash Dump on the New
Belialr Highway.

South Kitsap Commissioner
William Mahan sent a telegram
yesterday to Sen. Henry Jack-
son, Sen, Warren Magnuson and
Rep. Floyd Hicks, asking that
the Navy be pressured to find
somewhere elsa o0 dump [ts re-
fuse,

Ames operators hold the con-
tract for disposal of refusa from
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard,
The county commissioners or-
daved the dump closed last
month, but the Navy has con-
tnued to dump there, despite
requests from the county that
:‘% . : - i .=
For . Sl

they stop.
“I strongly object to the 1.5,
Navy flagrantly vhlatir:ﬁsKlmP
posing
of Mavy trash In 2 dump that
is not llcensed hy Kitsap County
Maknan

County ordinance of

Health Dopartment,”
wired the three officials.

“Tho tremendous volume of
trash dumped by the MNavy Is
creating a public health and
safety problem and it is diffi-
cult for me= tb underatand why
the Mavy has refused to take
positive action to locate a prop-
erly licensed dump to dispose
of their trash," tha telegram

continued,

It was the only shot fired at

yesterday’s county commission-
erg’ meoting In the running bat-

sLaw e ngma s —Hm_.' _t_.-- ‘-.. ! " |=‘i_;ﬂu5:_rhﬂ_.l:eﬂ‘lﬂﬂec"

Eounty Seeks Congressional - -
Help In Ames Dump Closure

tia between the counly and
dump operators Me! Marler and
Kenneth Crawford.

County Sanltarian Joe Weigel
was at the meeting, though, and
reported that ancther fire had
erupted at the dump Saturday,
but said the Sunnyslope wvolun-
teer fire department was called
and fought the blaze.

The commissioners originally
ordered an end to all burning
at the dump, along with &
number of other concessions by
the operators, They later order-
ed it closed, saying they saw
no honest effort to make those
concessions.

Marler and Crawlord have
said they will fight the order
In court. s

_Acedsuiny IO ThSIE
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Trash Duin p Closure
Awaits Visiting J udge

_ Purther legal proceedings in
the dispute between the Kitsap
County Commissioners and the
oawners of Ames Trash Dump
will - await the availability In
this county of a judge from
somewhera elso,

=The three Kitsap County su-
perior court judges disgualified

themselves yesterday, on view
a possible suit agalnst tha

been heard yesterday even if
Coons was ready.

Coons sail this morning he
expects a visiting judge to be
available within the next couple
weeks, He relterated his plans
to take the matter to the State
Suprame Court If local courts
rule against him, and to sue
the county if the dump oper-

alt:rrs sutfnt any damaues

ty by dump operators Ken- FrrhE e P
neth Crawford amd Mel Marler,
-.The county has sued to close
the dump, the object of con-
ilderable strife in the Mew Bel-
Hir Highway-Sunnysiope area
: mid-summer, A show
Cause hearing on closing the
dump was set for yestorday,
but Curtis Coons, lawyer for

the dump operstors, said he
hadn't had time lo prepare,
and asked for a later hearing
date,

- As It was, Judge Frank Ryan
raised the queutian of the need
for_ & visiting fjudge, and the
_Qer probably wouldn't have
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: Legal action was filed Thurs-
day agalnst Ames Aulo Wreck-

‘ing Inc., In an effort to shut
down the trash dump the firm
runs adjacent to its wrecking
yard.

" Kitsap County Prosecutor
Myron Freyd flled the suit,
which asks for tomporary and
permanant [njunctlons against
the dump operators, Kenneth
Crawlord and Mel Marler, pro-
hibliing them from running the

o
Ames Trash Dump, on the

l?lull.'l'l?ﬂ* WASHINOTON

In and About Kitsaplund
Friday, Nov. 14,1980 17

New Belfair Highway, is where
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
deposits it massive dally output
of refuse and an injunction shut-
ting the dump down would Torcs
the Navy to find another loca-
ton.

Freyd's action asks that Craw-
ford und Marler be prohibited
from using the property as a
solid waste disposal area.

It sotz Monday as the date
for a show cause hearing at
which lawyers for the Ames op-
arators should present their side

= - 4

0 |

of the issue.

Frayd took the action at the
insistence of county commis-
sioners, who have been besleged
by complaints from neighbors
of the dump about a severp
smoke and odor condition that
results.

Joe Weigel, county sanitarian,
has also said that tha dump
should be closed, as it hasa't
complled with health depart-
ment standards and didn't seem
to be making its best effort to

comply. -
-Crawford and Marler say they

g "'County Moves To Close Dump

sible and claim that the neigh-
bors have been stirred up by
representatives of the dump
which lost the Navy contract
to Ames. .

Both men have said thay will
take the county's closure order to
as high a court ms necessary
to win the case. They are rep-
resanted by Tawyer Curtis Coons.

Filing of the action by Freyd
comes nearly thres weeks after
the commissloners ordered the
dump to close and threatensd
legal procesdings I it didn’t,

It hasn't, and woa't, lis twe
have been doing all that is pos-| owners say. i

e ——————
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Dump o'wn_'ers te

| coun}y to go fly a kite,

declare operation discriminated against

i 1‘We4 dnn‘t mtemi tu shut dﬂwn
1 Hmlfﬁi A }udge‘- félls us to.

. - T

aged in a battle with Kitsap

nm

: .nparﬁnun located near Sunny-
“dslope.
h‘ St 4 therr Board meeting Octo-
?q 'Z7, the Commissioners or-
ered that the Ames operation

r, denied a permil and that a
.;t mlpmt fee previously paid
be.refunded. South end Commis-
sduw Bill Mahan said that the
permit had been withheld pend-
ing correction of several alleged
violations of both county and
'statg; health jregulations, includ-.
mg, sillegal ;burping at the site.

Gountr Eh;utarmn Joa qug&.].,x;
et sl pd g - 3 il IR

gl __-.s.aa

wm'ﬂs-whm this  week:"

IMel Marler;1co-owner with. .
sCrawiord, .of Ames:

msh Dmnp which 'is currently

i
: ty's ., Commissioners and
th Department over the

T e

(2P

was ordered (o return the per-
mit fee but on Thursday Wwhen
Marler talked to the Independent
he said they had not as yet re
ceived il It -doesm't malter.
anyhow, he added. because when

the refund « check comes the,

dump owners won't cash il, nor
will they stop operations as the
Commissiongrs have said they
must.

Cornmissioner Mahan said that
once the check was received .al
the dump, all operations there
musl ¢cease immediately and
that if the place were not shut
down, . the County would take
further action.

Mahan was  particularly dis-
turbed by what was described
as “accidental fire” which oc-
curred recenlly at the dump.
While the dump owners had been

asked some time ago not to burn,
"-‘Tﬂlk‘“ﬂ 'lhnra -and.had agreed (o this ar-

'Hu w .1.- sln ut

WEdnEsdav, Nov. 5, 1959
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ra . they had mentioned
. the possibility of accidental
fires occurring. When such a fire
. did break out, according to Ma.
han. no effort was made to call
the Sunnyslope Fire Depart-
: ment which had previously been
alerted to the fact thal they
" wauld be asked to respond in the

: " event of such accidents.

Marler. referring to the fire.

¥~ said that the dump operators had
=7 put it out themselves and that it

¢ only burned for “two lousy days-
one afterncon and the next day

,op It was oul.” He added. T sup-
; 5 pose we probably should have.

ys Called the f(ire department but
; we figured. why bother them
o Deople lo put it out?"

Marler [urther mntands that'

the Ames operalion Is “being
discriminated against™.  since
several other dumps in the coun-
ty are being permitted to burn
He says that not until Ames re-
ceived a contract to dispose of
Navy Yard waste material was
there any problem with the eoun-
ty and that the dump had oper-
ated for a year and & haif pre-
vious to the Navy Yard contract
award without complaints.

" What s Ircitating him still
Jmore, he says, is the fact that
‘the Navy Yard contract had. be-
fore Ames got the bid, been held
by the operators of a dump on
_Barney White Road which is lo-
cated not too far from the Ames’
-gperation. The Barney White
m. Marler says. s located
only about six city blocks away
from a trailer court whose oc
cup:anta are mow complaining
;about the smoke and fallout from
hu:nmn. while by his measure-
"ments Ames Dump is further
away.

, Asked about Marler's charge
+ of discrimination, Commissioner
Gene Lobe said that there were
indeed other dumps that were
" being permitted to burn. Accord-
ing to_the Health Department,
-burning at dumps has been al-

o
foam

. T"gl'.lﬂ'l% e

Jowed under forestry department
supervision where it does nnf
create a nuisance and, savs
Lobe. “there is ne place else in
Kitsap Counly that gets Lhe
amount of smoke or stink™ that
is coming from the Ames dump.

But. says Lobe. the burning is
not the main reasen the Commis-
gloners are shutting the dump
down. The operation is nol com-
plying with busic health regula-
tions. including those relaling to
a;lzen garbage and the stockpiling
of refuse, he said. “We make
dumps do certain things.™ Lobe
added. "“and they must do them
or not get a permit.”

As for the MNavy Yard contract,
Lobe ‘continued. “They knew
what was involved in the con
tract when they bid it. Il lsat
up to us to tell him what to do
before he does it.” Lobe says
Marler is right in saying the
Mavy Yard Contract is causing
his problems, but only because
the dump wasw'i adequately
prepared for it when they got it. -

Lobe also made it clear that-
the Commissioners were not re-
voking the Ames’ permit. " They
don't have one to revoke.” he
said. What they are doing is
only refunding the permit fee
which had- to be paid upon ap-
plication for a permil. And o get
the permit the dump would have
had to comply with health regu-
lations and this they did not do.

Marler and his partner have
relained two atiorneys. Paul
Fisher of Seattle -and Curtis
Coons of Bremerton. The next
move iz up to the county. What
will most likely occur, Lobe
says, is that after the refund of
the permit money is made. the
Health Department will see
whether or not they are op-

‘erating without a permit and if
‘they are, the prosecutor's office

will be called in. Such illegal
operation s a misdemeanor,
with a possible fine of $250 for
uach day the offense continues,
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The Kitsap County Commis-
stonars, discovering yesterday
that they hadn't gotton very far
in enforcing thelr wesk-old clos-
“|ure order ot Ames Trash Dump
‘|on the New Belfair Highway,
‘|have told County Sanitagjan Joe
Weigel to commence legul action
at the earllost possible moment,

Weigel and County Prosecu-
tor Myron Freyd wore to discuss
the approach to be taken, but
apparently nothing can ba déne
until tamorrow, since the county
eourthouse s closed today.

The commissloners noted yes-
terday that they have received
a letter from an attormey for
the dump operators, Henneth
Crawford and Mel Marler, ask-
ing for a mesting.

That's fine with him, Commis-
gioner Gene Lobe said, but he
Fwants legal procecdings to be-
g anyway.,

:+¥Wa've given them every
pasaible chance to comply (with

thealth  department  regula-
tons)," Lobe sald, "and every
possible chance to meet with

Bl s
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TLegal Action Slated
Against Trash Dump

us.” He zaid he didn't want legal
action to enforce the closure
order to be held ap on the
chance something can be work-
ed out In such a meeting.

“If we can't enforce this, we
can't enforce anything,” Lobe
gsaid, in calllng for an im.
mediate start to legal action.
His two fellow commissioners
agreed and the order was lssu.
ed.

The commissioners expressed
disappointment in the MNavy's
lack of concern aver the closurs
order. Dumping from Pugst
Sound Maval Shipyard is gen-
erally felt to be what has
brought the wrath of the dump's
neighbors down on the heads
of the dump operators since
July.

The question of whether the
Wavy will honor the closure or-
der and guit dumping at Ames,
or even if It ean, iz in the hands
of legal officers at Seattle's Pier
81, Weigel.told the commission-
ers yesterday, '

PSMS officials have told him
their only Interest in the matter
is one of “curiosity,” Weigsl
! ralated,

Meanwhile, it's business as
usual at the dump. Marler told
The Sun yesterday he has re-
celved dorens of phone calls
from persons wanting to know
if they can continue fo dump
there, and bhe has been telling
them there’s been no change
in the operation.

Marler and Crawford hoth
have said they will fight the
closure order In the courts, .

S T
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H
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Faces Possible Legal Action - .

By TRAVIS BAKER
Son County Writer

Naval Shipvard, was ordered

Health Department.

tell them the dump “hasn’t com-
plled at all with what we've
asked them to do."

1
']

Sumnyslope residents who m!th county, though, and were

collecting their legal forces this|punishable by a $250 fine or 907
days in jail for each 'day tha®
wviolation continues. ' - =

propacty adjacent to the dump
Ames Trash Dump. whichlwere alse on hand o renew morning in preparation for a

holda the contract for disposal|complaints about the burning [court battle,

of waste from Puopgst Sound|problem there.

yesterday to close down until jers was unanimous, with Bill
it has complied with require- Mahan taking the lead and ]
ments of the Kitsap County moving that no dump permit bejsee this all the way into the|...q Yesterday he read a let-.,
issued to Ames’ operators, to'courts in Olympla if we have
The county commissioners|be followed by prosecution by to.,” Marler tofd The Sub.
gnve the order after hearing|the county if the dump contin-
County Sanitarian Joe We[gelhm to operale without the per- Ihier county. Crawford - said .Mt
mit. ; Iwill wait for the county to bring B ievslnstion of the heogium &

Crawford said Bremerton law-

The offense is a misdemeanor, |

Weigel had sent the dump optl:

The action by the commission-iyer Curtis Coons has been rf-lorqio-c 5 Jotter, listing 11 points ~

also been contacted.

Kenneth Crawford and Mel charges of operating & dumpi

Marler, who CO-0WN the dump;:w!thu‘ut a li_r;fnsz. then launch
. A considerable number of'doa’t intend mﬁ:ﬂ;&_a_itmr:_ i lepi @‘Eﬂ"% 4

Bl 1 dgsi

The next step will be up 1 doing to comply.

PriThe comm

tained and a Seattle larjr?.r has viat had to be corrected befors
We'll lihe dump permit would be Is- |

ter he had received. back, tell- 5
ing what the dump owners were ,;

After commenting brielly om!

on each of the 11 points, Weigst®'
said overall he found tHe dumpt*
be far from compliance, il

: - ..ﬁmimi
féstimony, from  six /St LFH
residents, - complainifg'f of | thail
eye irritating smoke' ededitions i’




Dump Faces
Permit Loss

Any further nuisance buming
ol the Ames Trash Dump on
New Belfalr Highway may result
In non-ranawal of & dump licenso
for the operation, the Kitsap
County Commissionars suggested
Monday. , 7

That remark was made by
Commission Chalrman Frank
Randall following talks with
dump co-owner Kenneth Craw-
ford in which the dump owner
was fold complaints from his
neighbors on ash and smoke
from the Ames Dump have
been substantiated hy county
officials,

The commissioners didn’t come
right out and tell Crawford the
dump llcensa was on the line,
but Commissionsr Gene Lohe
told Crawford that he and his fel-
low county board members were
awnre that no new leense had
beon lssned,

_That obsarvation came afier
Crawflord was told that the com-
missioners wanted him to live up
to the Sept, 16 derdline he had
Informally set for an end to all
burning at the dump.

All three commissioners told
Crawford they were convinced
his neizhbors had a lepitimate

burn out there unless it's rain-
Ing?"* Lobe wanted to know.

"Well, under those and other
favorable conditions,” was the
raply.

The pair never reached an ac-
cord on what they felt favorable
conditions Included, however,

Crawford reiterated a stand he
has taken several times since the
dump first came vnder eriticlsm
by [tz neighbors in July . , . thdt
he and Marler were Improving
the oparation as quickly as they
could, and were (rylng -to get
along with evervone,

He and Marler have both con.
tended that petitlons circulated
asking for county action to cur.
tail the objectionable burning at
the dump have been spawned
by outside inflwences unhappy
with Ames getiing eshe Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard trash con-
tract, which took effect July 1,
ghortly alter the complaints be-
gan.

“We were aware some outside
Infiluence might have generated
the complalnts,” Randall aaid,
but now unblased county officials
have made repeated investiga-
tions of telephoned complaints,
and have brought back very un-
fuvorable reports.
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-L'“'-?rhu Kitsap County Commis-

/ploners have ordered an end

%&.Iall burning at the controver-
ial Ames Trash Dump on the

‘MNew Belfair Highway by Sept.
I5, and an Immediate end to

&ty burning that causes a
azard in the area,

"The actlon came yestorday
‘after the commisslonérs heard
from Kenneth Crawford, co-
owner of the dump, from Joseph
Weigel of the county health de-
partment, and from a group
of the dump’s neighbors.

Crawford said early In the
' meeting that he and Mel Marler,
the other owner, had tentatively
set a date of Sept, 15 on which
to curtail all burning on their
own initlative. Installation of
modern trash disposal equip-
ment would hopefully allow the
shutdown by then, he sald,

After hearing from the nelgh-
bors of the dump, however, tha
commilssioners decided that they
had hetter put the Sept, 15 dead-
line on more than a “hopefully*
basis, and ordered that It be
met,

Furthermore, following testl-
mony by the neighbors that still-
burning pieces of paper have
frequently floated onto their
property, and occaslonally even
Into their homes, the three-
man board demanded that such
a hazard be curtalled Immedl
ately,

R. E. Reid of Alpine Ever-
green Co., and his wife, Omar
Neshem, who runs a frailer
court a mile from the dump and
Edward Mosler, a Sunnyslope
resident, all said they were wor-
ried or annoyed by the smoke
and ash from the dump.

The Reids displayed a wallet.
size plece of partinlly burned
paper, which he sald was found
on his lawn, and noted that a
slmilar hunk of mnterial hed
been found on thelr carpet.

And the obnoxious smell from
the dump gets into the draperies

_furnishings, be sald, .and
lags there. His #4-year-old fath-
¥& had moved out, Reid Mﬁ_lll*

Tuesday, Aug. 12, 1969

er

.

ued, and he sald he kmows of
other residents who plan to fol-
Tovwr.

Mosier sald he fears for his
life when the embers from the
dump are blown his way and
start dropping In his yard. He
can Imagine waking up to find
the house afice, he sald, or not
waking up at all. "He could
burn me out by Sept, 15" Mao-
sier protestecd,

Meshem said his trailer court,
a mile south of the dump, is
also plagued by the odor and
ash when the wind Is right. He
said he has elicited a promisze
from the dump owners that the
problem would be cured in two
weeks, and with a week left to
go, he wouldn't take any action
until then,

“If we still have trouble (aft-
er two weeks), we'll have an-
other 180 names on that peti-
tion,” Meshem sald.

He was referring to a 56-name
petition presented to, the com-
missioners last week asking for
abatement of the dump nui-

During his preséntation, Craw-
ford said he and Marler are

Trash -

Dump Burning To Halt

trying to make their business
one of the best operated dumps
in the state. “We're Installing
every piece of automated equip-
ment we ¢an,” be sald, and an
Investment of $50,000 has been
made since the dump won the
contract for disposal of the trash
from Puget Sound Naval Ship-
Yard July 1.

Ha said since an article In
The Sun last week telling of
the petition with 56 names, a
large aumber of other neigh-
bors have called and woiced
support for the operation of the
dump. Crawford charged that
the man who spearheaded tha
petition drive was pald to do it,
and had admitted as much io
nearly a dozen residents ha
approached with the petition,

The dump operation generally
got the support of the county
officials at yestorday's session.
Weigel, the county sanitarian,
safd Marler and Crawford have
had a good operation in the
past, and have abided by health
department demands. He urged
the protestors to give them un-
til Sept. 15 to accomplish their
goals,

ymmissioner Gene Lohe ad-
ded, “I know this Is a hardship
on you people, and [ wouldn't
want o five under these condi-
tons, But we do have trouble
getting rid of garbage, I would
just say 'Give them a chanee’
to work out the problems."

That was apparently fine with
the protestors, as each said the

‘two restrictions approved by the

commissioners would be satis-

The Ames dump has been tha
focal point of a controversy
ever sinca it won the shipyard
dsposal contract. It Increased
the trash voluma at the dump
well over 30 Umes, Welgel has
said, and left Crawford and
Marler struggling to eatch up
with the demands of the extra
volume,

Crawford alleged vyesterday
that many of his troubles since
July 1 have been caused by a
competitor unhappy about Ames
getting the PSNE contract. Ha
didn’t name the competitor, but
did claim that's who provided
the monay to pay the petition.
elreulator. R et

The dump owner also gaid .
that lack of time to prepare for -

the shipyard business has pe- =

sulted in difficulty which he
and his partner ars working to
correct.
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By TRAVIS BAKER
Sun County Writer
~As the owners of Ames Trash
Dump on the Mew Belfair High-
way wrestle with what to do with
all tha garbage they'rs handling,
& group of its neighbors appar-
ently are wrestling with what
to do about the dump lsell.
“County officiais have been
receiving complaints {rom
neighbors of the dump, co-owns
ed by Mel Marler and Henneth
Crawlord, for about the pust
mionth, The latest was In a let
. ter [rom Bremerton lawyer John
- Bishop, saying his client, Alpine
Evargresn Co., Inc., would bring
‘elvil actlon mgainst the Ames
operation if publlc officlals do
not act first,
Last week, Mrr. Billle Eder,
a member of tha county plan-
__Illn commiaslon, said sha had
ild smoke roiling out of the
ﬁump the last few times she
had been past, and zha Initiated
a- planning commission study
of possible problems.

And Individual county coms
missioners and County Sani-
tarian Joa Weigel zay they have
mlso been getting complaints:

Ames' trouble seemed to have
started July 1 when Marler and
Crawford took over the disposal
contract for Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard. The contract meant
n fanfastic increase in garbage
volume at the Ames dump, Wel-
g#l sald. What was a small oper.
ation of about 100 cubic yards
of garbage a week hos now
awelled to a 30 times larger
dumping business, the sanitar-
imn said,

Ames has been operating with-
out a dump license since July
1, Weigel said, but then so are
- all the other dump operators

= in the county, All the llcenses
= upirtd on -June 30, he  ex-

Inined, and he's about 4 month
ater than usual mspecring the
dumps and renewing lcenses.
-Any new problems that bave
tihe dmey dump will

be investigated during the man-
datory Inspection. Welgel said
he's always found in the past
that Marler and Crawford do
a reasonably good job of oper-
ating tha dump.

The sanitarian sald he would
be present at Monday's mesting
of the county commissioners
to map out the problems as he
sees them_ Marler said he would
ask his partner, Crawford, to
also be present,

Included with Bishop's letter
on behalf of Alpine Evergreens,
a tree farming business, was
a petition, which Included 58
names, claiming that the burn-
Ing done at tha dump during
prevailing winds was “noxious
and detrimantal to health,” and
that an offenslve odor amlitted
from the dump,

Marler's responss when con-
tacted by The Sun was one of
mixed suspiclon and surprise,
but he admitted some difficul-

August Bad
Says Sheriff

Kitsap County Sheriff Art Mor-
ken said today he's worried
about the month of August.

It's the most hectlc moath
of the year [or law officers be-
cause of the great Increase in
juvenile mishehavior, Sherifi
Muorken says.

"It seems this happens every
year,” Morken sald, “'Children
seem to have nothing to do, are
restless and cause a great
amount of vam:laltsm. petit lar-
cony -and burglary.

The sheriff :ald. that law en-
forcement agencies are over-
run with complaints about ju-
venile Behavior in August.

“We hopa that all parents will
take extra precautlpn In super-

vising * thelr -_children ° this
menth,' “Morken sald, ¥ =

-

Increased Business
Gives Dump Woes

ties,

The main offender, he had
told County Commissloner Geng
Lobe, was carvdboard, which
doesn't bum completely before
it becomes light enough to blow
away, with the result smolder-
ing bits of paper floating in the
air, giving rise to fire -danger
WorTies,

But he's contracted with a
Tacoma [ivm to take the card-
hoard off his hands, Marler said,
gliminating that problem,

He denled that the 56 signa-
tures, even If all were walld,

represented a majority of his
neighbors, *'[ can name 15§ peo-|.

pls cut hers who aren't bothered
a bit," he sald.

Ha also sald ha was susplelous
of the motlves of tha man he
gald lad the petition drive. He
lives well out of the affected
area, Marler said, and doesn't
seem to have any cbvious eon-
naction with the problem.

The dump operator associated
his troubles with the start ol
his service to the shipyard. "I

% |burned gut here for over a year

without any complaints,” he
said, ""but all of a sudden I get
the MNavy contract and the com-
plaints stare,"

He also took a verbal swat
at Blshop's cllent, the tree farm.
“He should talk about burning.
During Christmas tree season
he has a fire down there that
makes mine look like a fireplace
fire," Marler claimed.

All burning In Kitsap County
garbage dumps must end Jan,
1, when this county's member-
ship in the Puget Sound Air Pol-
lution Authority becomes effec-
tive, 50 that porticn of the prob-
lem must be solved by the dump
operators regardless of what

is_done by local officials on the |’

immaediate complaints.

What" other .complaints are
justified will probably be un-
covered In Weigel's pending
licensingIngpection of the Amaes
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';%'_Complaints

:'.",‘ The new trash-burning opera-
sHon at Ames Auto Wrecking on
“ Belfair Highway is being viewed
with concern by the Kitsap
- County commissionzrs and the
Bramurtun Port Commission.
-The port claims burning could
eonceivably obscure the wvision
of pilots flying in and out of
Kitsap County Airiport and it is
asking the county commission-
ers to do something about it
The county commissioners, hows
evar, don't kmow quite what to
do and admit they may have
“goofed” when they authorized
a rezoming at the site last
ronth,
__ug_ummlssiuner Frank Randail

acigid: thet, when the rezoning was

E:g;lrha wag. inder the. Im-
a5ion., tﬁral. -.';gmmissmn [

=pRET merely, Ji{:rmghtﬂnmg ‘out
the nonconformiing zoning M the

-area from “residential™ to “pub-
lic use" =0 the auto wrecking
firm coutd continue to operate.

. However, since the rezoning, &
dump operation with burning
apparently has started and the
eofnmissioners said thoy didn't
intend this when they authorized
the rezoning, Buf, under the
provisions of the zoning ‘ordi-
nance, a dump as well as wreck-
ing yards and gravel pits and

rock quarries can be located in|

the area.

Burning was specifically ex-
eluded from the rezoning, how-
ever, but burning appears to be
going on anyway. Futhermore,
city-county sanltarfan Joe Wai-
gel sald a dump license has ney-
er been fssued, although he sald
the area would probably be a
good dump site if something
wera done about the burning and
the possible poliution of Gorst
Creek.

The area Is located mhout a
mile northeast of the airport.

The matter was referred fo
Weigel who will ask the oper
ators of the yard and dump to
~draw up a plan of the deévelop-

ment of the area and apply for|

e e- It wet: aisu referred

e ’ﬁmi
et e mumt‘f‘_h;—
-an, air pollutlon con Em d

in:"{]__gne of 196, and all dump .

qgung must Cease by that

o i -.-n-:ﬁ.:l\..)' '.:"'1"-'-.'.1
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Sunnyslope Wreclung

: Cantn:mrs:-r over a wreckingling was unenforceable e::r:ent
yard proposed at Sunnyslope|Bainbridge Island hecuuse prop-
has been carried into Superiorjer zoning procedure had mnot
Court and, the plaintifl's attor-|been followed previousiy.
ney said, the cutcome may also| blarler on April 28 had ap-
kelp settla the county's plan-[p!lcd to the county plasning
ning and zoning mixup, commission for a rezone which
. The court actlon, naming Mr. would permit construction of the
and Mrs. Mel Marler as defend-|wrecking yard On May 24 the
ants, prays for a mandatory in-|planners tabled the application,
‘juniction to prevent them from|saying Marler had not given
proceading with comstruction of them an adequate plot plan.
the wrecking yard, But after Munro on June 4 de-

Plaintiffs are listed az Mr, and|clared zoning unenforceable, and
,Mrs. Donald Barmnes, Mr, and|before the July § interim resolu.
Mrs. Willlam L. Schlosser and|tion was passed, Marler ob-
James W. Larson. Their attor-|tained a building permit to con-
‘ney, Leonard Kruse, sald theistruct the yard. .

‘Sunnyslope Improvement Asso-| The property is 10 acres lying
“ciation (s hehind the actien, and|on the south side of Belfair
:the Bameses, Schlossers and Highway east of Kitsap County
Larson wers chosen as plaintiffs| Airport, and adjacent on the
“hecansze they all live within 500iwest to Hooper's Trailer Park
. feet of the proposed yard, property. Marler already has
. 'The complaint alleges that the done soma clearing, Kruse said,
‘yard s a prospective nulsance,| Several other permits which
and that its construction would|could not have been obtained if
<violate county mmg resolutions!zoning had not been held unen-!

.- Zed and Z-J, forceable were Issued by the

-Z-2 was passed In 196l. Z-3|county assessor’s olflce during
{a the “interim™ resolution|the June 4-July 6 perind. Kruse,

ssed July 8 of this year after|sald the outcome of the Marler:

ecutor Jamu Hl.tnru onlcase should aet nrm.-d:nt as m




